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As you look at these four sets of notes, can | say a few things about values?
We are presenting values as the principles and concepts and hopefully the
heart-embraced attitudes that lie behind actions and decisions. Historically
in Christianity, we have placed a lot of emphasis on making the right
decisions, which was fine because many Christian values were held by
society. But in our modern age, we have lost our Christian value base, which
is a detriment to the whole of our society. The purpose of the Evangelical
Alliance initiative around values is to help us see just how important they
are, and to understand that if we want people to make the right choices,
they need to have the right belief system and the right values. Otherwise,
there is always a battle going on in their heads.

The trust value comes as all Christian values do, from the revealed character
and nature of God as seen in scripture. So we are promoting values that

we believe are representing the heart and nature of God, and lie behind His
commandments to us. We know that these values are God-inspired in two
ways. First, they are outlined for us through scripture; and secondly, close
your eyes for a moment and imagine a world where there is no trust. You
cannot trust the politicians, your friends, your family. Péople might say one
thing and do another. What does that feel like? Perhaps it gives us a picture
of hell, and also gives us a picture, sadly, of the world in which we live,

to an extent.

So that tells us something very important about values. They are
transformational; théy are missionary in nature. So as we explore trust, it is
not just in a personal way. As | embrace the value of trust and the principles
that lie behind it and take them out into my world, it becomes a missionary
activity, speaking to people of the importance of God.

We have deliberately formatted these small group notes to include a
welcome where everybody gets to speak, there is an act of worship, there is
the Word where we reflect on what has been preached, and there is the
witness, the response, i.e. what can we do today about what we have heard
today? We suggest that you use the notes in that order, but don't be bound
to it. If you want to use them in a potpourri, feel free to do that as well. We
trust you find these notes helpful and inspiring.

Text by Laurence Singlehurst, Director, Cell UK Ministries
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Toplc 1 - The School of Trust

Welcome/ lcebreaker ‘

Think for a moment about what a world without trust looks like. Share
around the group what a lack of trust would look like in politics, in family,
in life in general.

Wowewio. =~
Read Jeremiah 17:7, and then share around the group why you think God
is trustworthy. Then read out your list that you have accumulated and have

an open time of prayer giving thanks to God for the things that are on your
list and anything else where He is trustworthy.
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The fundamental relationship of trust for Christians is not the relationship
of trust with a fellow human being, but the relationship of trust with God
Himself. God can be trusted. He is worthy of the trust of His people. Lack -
of trust in Him can erode the potential for trustworthiness on the part of
the individual. So we explore the story of Abraham, the father of faith. His
journey of faith was not a consistent one. He was on a learning curve. He
had to retrace his steps on more than one occasion. As we explore his
experience, we may be equipped to avoid some of his mistakes, to put our
own into perspective, and to enter into a deeper personal relationship of
trust in our Heavenly Father:

In the message on trust, Abraham's journey of how he learned to trust God
is explored. We see Abraham not trusting God and trying to manipulate;
we see Sarah not trusting the promise that God made to her and being
manipulative; but we also see Abraham trusting God in terms of going out
on the journey, being prepared to sacifice his son.

- Discuss in the group what you can learn from Abraham and Sarah.

Perhaps ask this question: to what extent does personality or temperament
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influence our reaction when we have to trust God? How do we strike a
balance between waiting for God to do something and yet being
responsible? How do we make sure we don't manipulate?

In the end, Abraham learned to trust in God. We learn that we can trust
God because He is love; everything He does is a reflection of His wisdom
and His love; and He is the Alpha and Omega who will never change; He
has demonstrated His absolute trustworthiness through His
commandments and through the sending of His own Son. The resurrection
is a seal on God's trustworthiness.
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We are called to be Christ-like and imitators of God. Are we trustworthy?
You have all heard the saying that the roadway to hell is paved with good
intentions. We all at times say we will do things and don't do them.
Discuss the implications of this. Lastly, pray for one another that we can all
learn to be more trustworthy, that we do what we say we will do.

Text by Laurence Singlehurst, Director, Cell UK Ministries
and John S. Smith, UK Director, Evangelical Alliance
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The leaders of Evangelical Alliance are involved in pursuing a long term
agenda for change in society. One expression of that agenda is the
exploration of biblical values and their use as a discussion starter with
society. This arises from the conviction that such values are not simply the
club rules for those who espouse Christian faith, but are the Creator's
guidelines for His creatures as He seeks their harmonious co-existence on
planet earth.

Such values are not only beneficial in their own right, they have the
potential to become an apologetic which points towards and reveals the
character of the Creator Himself. As Bishop Graham Cray has suggested,
‘Wisdom is the new evangelism’ As Joel Edwards suggests, ‘values provide a
mission discourse which offers Christian witness:

So in previous years we have looked at forgiveness and hope, and in 2004-5
we highlight the value of TRUST.

These notes should be used in association with the website
www.valuingtrust.org and the book. Hope, Respect and Trust, Valuing these
three, by Joel Edwards. The sermon suggestions and study notes are designed
to help Christians themselves explore issues and contexts of trust which may
equip them to engage in the mission discourse on the value of trust, as part
of their Christian witness to others, as salt, light, and yeast in society.

Trust - the value

In this pack are notes for four small group meetings which are designed to
be used in conjunction with preaching notes that have been put together by
John Smith of the Evangelical Alliance. So, in a perfect scenario, a message
would be preached in the church and, during the following week, that
message would be worked out in the small group.

The four topics:

1. The School of Trust
2. Trust in the Church
3. Trust in Business
4. Trust in Public Life




