trust in business ® WEEK 3

Topic 3 - Trust in Business
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Share round the group asking this question: what is your experience of trust
in the workplace? For example, would you trust your company? Do they trust
you? Do you feel that lack of trust is a problem?

Alternatively, there exists directories of Christian-owned companies, plumbers,
electricians, insurance-brokers, etc. Would you be influenced by listings in
such a directory when you need such a trade or professional service?
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Turn out the lights of the room and sit in the darkness for two minutes. Try
not to giggle. Now light a candle. Jesus came as a light into the world. Give
thanks to God that the darkness does not have to triumph, that His light has
come.

The sacred-secular divide, which influences much of our behaviour, provides a
dualism in which we too readily separate personal and private values from
their expression in the working environment. This sermon explores the way in
which Joseph made an impact as a person of integrity in a range of 'business'
environments, and highlights the gospel implication that unscrupulous
business practices will change, when Zacchaeus encounters Jesus Christ. That
professing Christians are known as trustworthy persons of integrity in the
context of working life provides a context of credibility for conversations
about the wider applicability of the value of trust.

It has been said that the greatest threat to the western way of life is the lack
of integrity: That without integrity, which is the foundation of trust, the
western business model will collapse. Joseph showed his integrity and was
trusted. Discuss in the group whether you think this is true or not.
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