trust in public life ® WEEK 4

Topic 4 - Trust in Public Life
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Share round in the group 'We are being told that we should separate people's
public life from their private life! Do you agree with this? If so, why? Do you
not agree with it? If not, why not?

Alternative welcome:
Why do you think people no longer trust politicians?
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Bring to the group a small rock, preferably weighing 2 to 3 pounds.
Pass it around the group, experience its weight and its strength.

Have one person read the hymn ‘Rock of Ages' and give thanks to God that
He is not just a foundation for our life in heaven, but that His principles are
a foundation for our life on earth.

Contemporary wisdom is ambivalent about the relationship between personal
morality and trustworthiness in public office. On the one hand, society
chooses to make a clear separation except where political capital can be
made from the consistency of another. On the other hand, there is a
powerful argument that if a person breaches trust in one area of life they
cannot be trusted in a different context. The significant involvement of God's
people in public office in Old Testament times and the New Testament
imperative to pray for those in such roles, provide a challenging backcloth in
which to address an extremely topical subject.
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